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h WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking 
9 part interest in rival W T W  station b 

~ 

By CAROL WERSICH 
Courier a Press stan writer 

4M-7452 01 cwersich@evansville net 

Liberty Corp., owner of one 
television station in Evansville, 
seems confident it can be part 
owner of another local station, 
despite federal rules that h u t  
such arrangements. 

Liberty, the current owner of 
14WFIE-NEiC, also is an investor 
in  GNS, a company that’s at- 
tempting to buy WTVW-FOX7. 

e 
Q 

Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief 
executive officer, said he be- 
lieves the chances are good the 
sale will be approved by the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 

He and former Liberty ex- 
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of 
GNS, have acknowledged the 
Greenvllle, S.C.-based Liberty is 
an initial investor in GNS, but 
they have declined to reveal the 
amount of Liberty’s investment. 

Documents filed with the 

INSIDE 
Neil Smith. whose new Evans- 
ville-based company is trying to 
buy WNW-FOX7, hasn’t always 
been in the broadcast industry. 
See report on Page 67 

FCC indicated Liberty will bo!? 
about 30 percent of GNS stock, 
and not more than 33 percent: 

Part of a new FCC rule, 13- 
sued in  early June, allows 5 

See LIBERTY on Page A1 0 
4; 0. 
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company to own two TVstatians 
in thesamemarket--fthemar- 
ket has  a minimum of five com- 
merclal and noncommercial sta- 
tions, according tc Margo Daven- 
part, a senior legal adviser with 
the FCC 

The Evansville market ap- 
pears to  fit those guidelines T h e  
area currently includes SIX local 
broadcast stations - WEVV- 
CBS44, WEHT.ABC25. WAZE- 
WB19, WNIN-PBSS, WTVW- 
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC 

But the sale appears to miss 
the mark where another aspect of 
the new FCC rule IS concerned 
Davenport sald the rule clearly 
s ta tes  t ha t  only one of the two 
statmns owned by the same com- 
pany can be among the market's 
top four ~n the latest ACNielsen 

ratings, Davenport said 
Bath WTVW and WFlE cur- 

rently are among the top four m 
the just-published May 2003 rat- 
ings, which reflect household- 
rating shares and total homes, 
according t o  Ken Schreiber of 
Kitch & Schreiber Inc. 

In the latest ratings, WFlE 
ranksNo 1 ,WEHTranksNo 2. 
WTVW ranks  No 3. WEVV 
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5. 
and WNlN ranks No. 6 

Hipp called FCC's rules com- 
plex But, he said, he believes the 
federal agency will approve the 
sale when it considers the struc- 
ture of Ljberty's financial com- 
rnltrnent to GNS and Smith's 
ability to manage and operate a 
station 

Hipp s a d  he believes Smith's 
record of accomplishments m fi- 

nancial matters, in management 
andinbe,ngabletoplanforbath 
the short term and the long term 
IS also a positive far him in the 
FCC's thorough review of the 
proposed sale 

'"We should know in the next 
couple ofmonths." Hipp said. 

Quorum Broadcasting Ca , 
based i n  Frankhn, Tenn., 1s the 
current owner afWTVW 

Although the FCC rules have 
been relaxed, it's still unclear ex- 
actly how Liberty's relationship 
with GNS will impact the opera- 
t ionofWFlEandWTVW 

There's been speculation In 
the local television industry that 
the local stations might eonsoli- 
date then news and advertmng 
efforts after the sale for econom- 
ic reasons 

Such a eansohdation, called a 

local marketing agreement. 
wouldn't require as many news 
reporters and sellers of air time 
to adverbsen 

Hipp said. '"That would be 
Neil's decision," but Smith s a d  
nothing ha5 been decided i n  that 
regard- 

Smtth said the FCC rules al- 
low Ltberty to contract with 
G N W T V W  for '"up to  15 per- 
cent of the programming " 

He said if any  changes a re  
made they likely would be an the 
administrative side rather than 
~n the n e w  and salesaperatians, 
however 

'I 'mafirmbeheverin hamng 
separate sales staffs." said 
Smth "lt's h a d  for one station 
to trytosell(aduertisingfor)an- 
other statmn. Everyone always 
thmks  their product IS the best 

and theotheroneisthrownin for 
free .. . . 

'The las tchngl 'dwant to  do 
IS reduce the sales value of 
WTVW In  the long-term. I WIU 
want what will be  best for t h e  
market of WTVW I'm looking  
for any opportunity to  improve  
the atuabon for GNS " 

Smth described WFIE as "a 
super operation with a good his. 
tory," and he  said he  doesn ' t  
want to interfere with Its opera- 
tmns 

'They have ju s t  signed a n  
agreementon anaption." he sa id  

"With thcwayt 'mse t t ingup 
my company I'm trying to  f i n d  
any kind of a niche which I c a n  
do anything w t h  Something 
mtghtwrkoutbetween thecom- 
pames down the mad " 

His mosturgent task. he sa id  

recently, IS to f m s h  formulatlnp 
hs plans so he can present them 
to the WTVW staff 

Smi th  satd he  belleves 
WTVW is doing a super jab  
"Otherwjse I wouldn't be Inter. 
ested in the faclhty," he satd 

"The station's news team IF 
its meat and potatoes." 

Smith said there would be no 
reason for him to buy WTVW 
anddestroywhatitsdonewlth Its 
news product 

T h e  proposed sales contract 
would r e q u ~ r e  all WTVW em- 
ployees t o  be b a s m l l y  term,. 
nated by Quorum an the day of 
the  sale They wdl  be able to 
reapply for theirjobs wlth GXS. 
he said 
many "I'm people going as to possible," t ry  to keep Smlth as 

said 



Mr. Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
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WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking 
part interest in rival WTVW station 

By CAROL WERSICH Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief INSIDE 
Courier8 Pressstaff writer 

464.7452orcwerslch~eva~~11le 

Liberty Corp., owner of one 
television station in Evansvllle, mission. See report on Page 87. 
seems confident it can be part 
owner of another local statlon, 
despite federal rules that limit 
such arrangements. 

Liberty, the current owner of 
14WFIE-NBC, alsoisaninvestor 
in GNS, a company that’s at- 

executive officer, said he be- 
lieves the chances are good the 
sale wdl be approved by the 
Federal Communications Com- 

He and former Liberty ex- 
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of 
GNS, have acknowledged the 
Greendle, S.C.-based Liberty is 
an initial investor in GNS, but 
they have declined to  reveal the 
amount of Liberty’smvestment. 

~~~l Smith, whose new E ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
vllle-based company Is trying to 
buy W-FOX7. hasn’talways 
been in the broadcast industry. 

FCC indicated Liberty wll hold 
about 30 percent of GNS stoek, 
and not more than 33 percent. 

Par t  of a new FCC rule, is- 
sued in early June, allows a 

tempting to buy WTVW-Fox’i. Documents filed with the SeeLlBERTYon PageAlO 
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Continued from Page A1 rattngs, Davenport s a d  nanaal matters, in management local marketing agreement, a d  the other one IS thrown in for 

company to own two TV stations and m being able to plan far both fme 
In the same market-Ifthe mar- the short term and the long te rm 'The last t h m g  I'6 want to do 
ket has 9 minimum of five eom- IS also a positwe for him in the 1s reduce the  salss value of 
mercial and noncommercial sta- FCC's thorough review of the  W'i?N In the long-term, I wdl  
hens, accordlng toMargo Daven- proposed sale went what will be best for the 
port, a senior legal adviser with '"We should know in  the next mrrkel of WTVW I'm looking 
the FCC b t c h  & Sehreiber Inc couple of months." Hipp said regard for any opportunity to  ,mprove 

The Evansville market ap- Quorum Broadcasting Co., t k  situation for GNS" 
pears t o  fit those gu~delines The based I" F h n k l m .  Ten" , i s  the  S m t h  described WFIE ss ''8 

area currently includes SIX local WTVW ranks  No 3, WEVV current ownerafWTVW G N W T V W  for "up to 15 per- sqer operation with a goad his- 
broadcast stations - WEVV- Although the FCC rules have tory,," and he  said he  doesn't 
CBS44, WEHT-ABC25, IVAZE- been relaxed. It'sstill unclear ex- wmt to interfere wlth Its apera- 
WB19. WNIN-PBSS, WTVW- H ~ p p  called FCC's rulescom. actly how Liberty's relationship made they likely would be an the t y  
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC with GNS wll impact the opera- They have lu s t  slgned a n  

But the sale appears to miss twn of WFIE and WTVW a p e m e n t  on a n  option," he said 
the mark where mother aspect of "With the way I'm sett ingup 
the iiew FCC rule 15 concerned the local telewmon industry that my company I'm t ry ing  to find 
Davenport said the rule clearly rnltment to GNS and Smith's the local stations might consoh- separate sales staffs." said 6n) kina of a niche m,hich 1 can 
states t ha t  only o m  of the two date t h e r  news and advertising do anything with Something 
Stations owned by the same corn- efforts aRer the sale for eeonom- mqht work out between the com- 
pany can be among the  market's IC reasons pames down the road" 
top four in the latest ACNielsen Such a consolidation, called a His most urgent task, he sad 

Both WTVW and WFIE cur. 
rently m e  among the top four ~n 
thelust-published May 2003 rat. 
ings, which reflect household- 
r a tmg  shares  and total homes, 
accordmg to Ken Schrelber of 

In  the latest ratings, WFIE 
ranks NO 1. WEHT ranks No 2, 

ranks NO 4, WAZE ranks No 5, 
and WNIN ranks No 6 

plex But, he s a d ,  he believes the 
federal agency will approve the 
sale when It considers the strue- 
ture of Liberty's financml cam- 

abdtty t o  manage and operate a 
stahon. 

Hlpp s a d  he believes Smth ' s  
record of accomplmhments in fi. 

wouldn't require as many news 
reporters and sellers of a1r time 
to advemsers. 

Hipp said, "That  would be 
Neil's deemon," but Smith s a d  
nathinghasbeen decidedin that 

Smith said the FCC rules al. 
low Liberty to  contract with 

cent of the  programming" 
He said if any changes are 

admmmstratwe side rather than 
in the news and sales operations. 

"I'm afirmbeheverm havlng 

Smith '"It's hard for one station 
to  Dy to sell (sdvertismgfor) an- 
other station. Everyone always 
thnks their product IS the  best 

There's been speculation In however 

recently, IS to finish formulatinF 
hs plans 50 he can present them 
to the WTVWstaff 

Smi th  said he believes 
WTVW IS doing a super job 
"Otherwise I aauldn't  be Inter- 
e s t edm the facility," he said 

"The station's news team 1s 

its meat and potatoes " 
Smithsaid there would be no  

reason for h i m  to  buy WTVW 
anddestroy what its done with its 
news product 

The  proposed sale5 contract 
would require all WTVW em- 
ployees t o  be basically term,. 
nated by Quorum an the day of 
the  sale. They w l l  be able to  
reapply for their jobs with CNS, 
he said 

"I 'm going to  try to keep a: 
many people as possible." Smtth 
s a d  



Mr Michael Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
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Hayne Hipp, Liberty's chef 
executive officer, said he be- 
lieves the chances are good the 
sale will be approved by the 
Federal Communications Com- 

He and former Liberty ex- 
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of 
GNS, have acknowledged the 
Greenville, S.C -based Libertyis 
an initial investor in GNS, but 
they have declined to reveal the 
amount of Liberty'sinvestment. 

Documents filed with the 

Liberty Corp., owner of one 
television station in Evansville, mission. 
seems confident it can be part 
owner of another local station, 
despite federal rules that limt 
such arrangements 

Liberty, the current owner of 
14WFIE-NBC, alsoisaninvestor 
i n  GNS, a company that's at- 
tempting to buy WTvW-FOX7. 

I.. ., _i.-. ~ 

ONLINE: www. counerpress. corn 

INSIDE 
Neil Smith. whose new Evans- 
ville-based company 1.3 trying to 
buy W - F O X 7 .  hasn't alwayr 
been in the broadcast industry. 
See report on Page 07. 

FCC indicated Liberty will hold 
about 30 percent of GNS stock, 
and not more than 33 percent 

Part of a new FCC rule, is- 
sued in early June, allows a 

See LIBERTY on Page A10 
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company to own two TV stations 
~nthesamemarket--fthemar- 
ket has  a minimum of five com- 
mercial and noncommercLal sta- 
t m s ,  aecordlng to Margo Dawn. 
port, a senior legal adviser wlth 
the FCC 

The Evansvdle market aP- 
pears to ftt thwe guldelmes The 
area currently includes SIX local 
broadcast stations - WEVV- 
CRS44, WEHT-ABCZS, WAZE- 
WB19, WNIN-PBSS, WTVW- 
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC 

But the sale appears to miss 
the mark where mother aspect of 
the neu FCC rule IS concerned 
Dawnport sald the rule clearly 
states tha t  only one of t h e  two 
statmns owned by the same com- 
pany can be among the market's 
tap four ID the latest ACNielsen 

ratings, Davenport said 
Bath WTVW and WFIE CUI- 

rently are among the top four in 
thejust-published May 2003 rat- 
ings. which reflect hausehald- 
rating shares and total homcs. 
according to Ken Sehreiber of 
Kitch & Sehreiber Inc 

In the latest ratings. WFIE 
ranksNo 1,WEHTranksNa 2, 
WTVW raoks No. 3. WEVV 
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5,  
and WNIN ranks No. 6 

Hipp called FCC's rules com. 
plex But, he said, he believes the 
federal agency will approve the 
sale when I t  considers the strue- 
ture of Liberty's financial com. 
mitment to GNS and Smith's 
abdity to manage and operate a 
Statlo" 

Hippsaid he beliecesSmth's 
record of aceomplohments ~n R- 

nancial matters. in management 
and in beingable to  plan for both 
the short term and the long term 
IS also a positive for him i n  the 
FCC's thorough review of the  
proposed sale 

'We should know in the next 
couple of months." Hipp said 

Quorum Broadcasting Co , 
based in Ranklm, Tenn , IS the 
current w n e r  of WTVW 

Although the FCC rules have 
been relared, it 's still unclear ex- 
actly how Liberty's relationship 
with GNS will impact the opera- 
t ianofWFlEand WTVW 

There's been speculation In 
the local television industry that 
the local stations might consoli- 
date their news and advertising 
efforts after the sale For econom- 

Such B consohdatwn. called a 
IC reasons 

local marketing agreement. 
wouldn't require as many news 
reporters and sellers of air time 
to advertisers. 

Hipp said. "That would be 
Neil's decision." but Smith s a d  
nothing has been decided i n  that 
regard 

Smith said the FCC rules al- 
low Lxberty to contract with 

cent of the programmmg " 
He said if any  changes a re  

made they likely would be on the 

GNSNTVW for sup to 15 per- 

admlnistrativeside rather than 
in the news and sales opera tms ,  
however 

" Imaf i rmb&werm havmg 
separate sales staffs." said 
Smith '"It's hard for one station 
to try to sell(advertismgfar) an- 
other statmn Everyone always 
t h n k s  their product IS the best 

andtheotheroneisthrowninfor 
f-ee 

' The la i t t hng l ' dwan t to  do 
ij reduce the sales value of 
WTVW In the long-term, I WIU 
want what wi l l  be best for the 
market of WTVW I'm look ing  
far any opportunity to  improve 
the s l tua tm for GNS " 

S m t h  described WFIE as ''a 
super operation with a good his- 
tory," and he  said he  doesn ' t  
want to Interfere with ~ts opera- 
b m s  

"They have ju s t  signed a n  
agreement on an optJon," he sa id  

'Wlth the way I'm setting u p  
my company I'm trying to f i n d  
any kind of a niche which I can 
do anything wlth Someth ing  
mightwork out between the corn- 
panies dowrl the road '' 

HIS most urgent task, he said 

recently, IS to  frnish Cormulatlng 
h s  plans so he can present them 
to thc WTVWstaff 

Smi th  said h e  belleves 
WTVW IS dmng a super job 
"Otherwise 1 wouldn't be Inter- 
ested in the faelilty." he said 

" T h e  stabon's news team IS 
Its meat and  potatoes " 

Smith said there would be no 
reason for him to  buy WTVW 
and destroywhatrts donewlthlt. 
news The product proposed sales contract 

would requi re  all WTVW em- 
ployees to  be baslcally term,. 
nated by Quorum on the day of 
t h e  sale They w i l l  h e  able to 
reapply for thexJobswBtb GNS. 
he  said 

"I'm going to  t ry  to keep as 
many people as possthle," Srnlth 
said 



Mr. Jonathan Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 



WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking 
part interest in rival WTVW station 

By CAROL WERSICH Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief INSIDE 
Caurier & Press stan writer 

464.7452 arcwers~ch~evaosvllle net 

Liberty Corp., owner of one 
television station in Evansville, mission. See report on Page 87. 
seems confident it can be part 
owner of another local station. 
despite federal rules that limit 
such arrangements. 

Liberty, the current owner of 
14WFIEXJBC. also isaninvestor 

executive officer, said he be- 
lieves the chances are good the 
sale will be approved by the 
Federal Communications Cam- 

He and former Liberty ex- 
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of 
GNS, have acknowledged the 
Greenville, S.C.-based Liberty is 
an initial investor in GNS, but 
thev have declined to reveal the 

~ ~ i l  Smith, whose new E ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
ville-based company is trylng to 
buy vvTVw-FOX7, hasn’t always 
been in the broadcast industry. 

FCC indicated Liberty will hold 
about 30 percent of GNS stock,  
and not mare than 93 percent. 

Par t  of a new FCC rule, is- 
sued in earlv June. allows a 

in GNS, a company that’s at. 
tempting to buy WTVW-FoX7. 

amount of Liberty’s investment. 
Documents filed with the See LIBERTY on Page A10 
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company to own two TV stations 
in thesame market-dthemar- 
ket has  B minimum of five com- 
mercial and noncammerclal sta- 
tions. aceordlng to Margo Dawn. 
port. a senior legal adwser wlth 
the FCC 

The Evanswlle market ap- 
pears to fit those guidelines. The 
area currently includes SIX local 
broadcast siatlons - WEVV- 
CBS44. WEHT-ABC25, WAZE- 
WB19, WNIN-PBSS, WTVW- 
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC 

But the sale appears to miss 
the mark where another aspect of 
the new FCC rule IS concerned. 
D-venport s a d  the rule clearly 
states that only one of the  two 
stations owned by the same eom- 
pany can he among the market's 
top f o u r  in the latest ACNlelsen 

ratings. Davenport said 
Both WTVW and WFIE cur- 

rently a re  among the top four in 
thelust-published May 2003 rat- 
ings. which reflect household- 
rating shares and total homes, 
according to  Ken Sehretber of 
Kiteh & Schreiber Ine 

In  the  latest ratings, WFIE 
ranksNo LWEHTranksNo  2, 
WTVW ranks  No. 3, WEVV 
ranks No. 4. WAZE ranks No 5 .  
and WNlN ranks No. 6 

Hipp called FCC's rules cam. 
plex But. he smd. he believes the 
federal sgency will approve the 
sale when it considers the struc- 
ture of Liberty's Cmancial corn- 
rnitrnent to GNS end Smith's 
a b h t y  to  manage and operate a 
stahon. 

Hipp said he believes Smths 
record of accomplishments in fi- 

nancial matters, in management 
and in being able to plan for both 
the short term and the  long te rm 
1s also a positive for him In the 
FCC's thorough review of the  
proposed sale. 

"We should know i n  the next 
couple of months." Hipp said 

Quorum Broadcasting Co.. 
based In Franklin, Tenn ,is the 
current m e r  of WTW. 

Although the FCC rules have 
been relaxed. ~t'sstill unclear ex- 
actly haw Ltberty's relationship 
with GNS will impact the opera- 
tion of WFIE and WTVW 

There's been speculation i n  
the local television industry tha t  
the local stations might consah- 
date their news and advertising 
efforts after the  sale for econom- 
IC reasons. 

Such a consoldation. called a 

local marketing agreement. 
wouldn't require s many news 
reporters and sellers of air time 
to advertisers. 

Hlpp said. 'That would be 
Neil's decision," but Smith s a d  
nothing has been decided In that  

Smith said the FCC rules SI- 
low Liberty to contract w t h  
G N W T V W  for '"up to 15 per- 
cent of the programming." 

H e  said if any changes are 
made they likely would be on the 
administratwe side rather than 
In the news and sales operations, 
however. 

'I 'mafirmbeheverm havmg 
separate sales staffs." said 
Smith "It's hard for one station 
to tly tosell(adve~.ngfor)an- 
other station Everyone a l w a ~ s  
t h n k s  their product 1s the  best 

regard 

ad the other one 1s thrown in for 
Ire 

'The las t thngI 'dwant todo  
is reduce the sales value of 
IVlVW In  the 1ong.term. I will  
want what w ~ l l  be  best for the  
market of WTVW I'm looking 
f x a n y  opportunity to  improve 
the situation for GNS " 

Srmth described WFIE as "a 
super operation with a good his- 
rcry." and he 6aLd he doesn't 
!va t  to interfere with Its opera- 
tlms 

'They have J U S t  signed an 
agreement on an  option," he s a d  

"With the way I 'm sett ingup 
m);ornpany I'm t ry ing  to find 
an l  kind of a mche which I can 
do anything wl th  Something 
mi~~thtworkautbetweenthecom- 
paves d m  the road." 

HE most urgent task, he said 

recently, E to finish farmuldtine 
hs plans so he can present them 
to the WTVWstaff 

Smi th  said he believes 
WTVW I S  doing a super lab. 
'"Otherwise I wouldn't he Inter- 
ested in the facility," he said 

" T h e  station's news team E 
its meat and potatoes '' 

Smith said there would be n@ 
reason for h im to  buy WTVW 
anddestroywhat itsdone with I ~ S  
news product 

T h e  proposed sales contract 
would require all WTVW em- 
ployees to he  basically termi- 
nated hy Quorum on the day of 
the sale They will be  ahle to 
reapply for ther jabswi th  GNS, 
he said 

"I 'm going to t r y  t o  keep as 
many people as possible," Smith 
said. 



Ms. Kathleen Abernathy 
Federal Communications Commission 
455 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 



WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking 
part interest in rival WTVW station 

By CAROL WERSICH 
Courier B Press slaw writer 

464.7452 01 cwersich@evansuilk net 

Liberty Corp., owner of one 
television station in Evansville, mission. 
seems confident it can be part 
owner of another local station, 
despite federal rules that limit 
such arrangements 

Liberty, the current owner of 
14WFIE-NBC, also isaninvestor 
in GNS, a company that’s at- 
tempting to buy WTVW-FOX’I. 

Hayne Hipp, Liberty’schief 
executive officer, said he be- 
lieves the chances are good the 
sale will be approved by the 
Federal Communications Com- 

He and former Liberty ex- 
ecutive Neil Smlth, founder of 
GNS, have acknowledged the 
Greenville, S.C.-based Liberty is 
an  initial investor In GNS, but 
they have declined to reveal the 
amount ofliberty’s investment. 

Documents filed with the 
.’.%. ,L,. 

ONLINE. www.couriefpress.com 

INSIDE 
Neil Smith, whose new Evans- 
ville-based company 15 trying to 
buv W - F O X 7 .  hasn’t alwavs 
be& in the broadcast Indust@ 
See report on Page 87 

FCC indicated Liberty will hold 
about 30 percent of GNS stock, 
and not more than 33 percent 

Part of a new FCC rule, is- 
sued in early June, allows a 

See LIBERTY on Page A1 0 
., ,. ~ , ,.- , ,. ’ i . , ,. *al?_ a # ” * , L ,  ’11 ,, I ,,,I >~~ 

II 
f 
5 
v) 
f 

rn 

http://www.couriefpress.com


A10 EVANSVILLE COURIER 8 PRESS TUESDAY, JUNE 17,2002 

LIBERTY 
I 

Sontmuedfrom Page A I  
cornpan? t u  own two TV statlons 
i n t h ~ ~ a m e m a r k e t - - f t h e m a r -  
ker has  a minimum olfwe com. 
mercial and noncommercial sta- 
tion,. according to Margo Daven- 
port, a senior legal adviser with 
the FCC 

The Evansville market ap- 
pears to lit thoseguldrlmes The 
area currently mcludcs SIX local 
hroadcast stations ~- WEVV- 
CBS44. WEHT-ABC25 WAZE- 
LVB19, WNIX-PBS9, WTVW- 
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC 

But the sale appears to miss 
the ma& ahere another aspect of 
the ,new FCC rule 1s concerned 
Davenport said the rule clearly 
slateb tha t  only one of the two 
stations owwed by the same eom- 
pan? can be among the market's 
top four in the  latest ACNielsen 

ratings. Dwenpart said 
Both WTVW and WFLE cur- 

rcntly arc among the top four in  
the just-pubhshedMay 2003 rat- 
ings, which reflect household- 
rating shares and total homes, 
according to  Ken Schreiber of 
Kitch & Schreiber Inc 

In the latest ratings, WFIE 
ranksNo 1,WEHTranksNo 2, 
WTVW ranks No. 3. WEVV 
ranks No 4, b'AZE ranks No 5, 
and WNIN ranks No 6 

Hipp called FCC's rules com- 
plex But, he s a d ,  he behews the 
federal agency w l l l  approve the 
sale when ~t considers the struc- 
ture  of Liberty's f lnanoal corn- 
mitment to GNS and Smith's  
ability to manage and operate a 
statton 

Hipp said he believes Smith's 
record of accomphshments in [I- 

nancial matters. in management 
andinbe,ngabletoplanforboth 
the short term and the long term 
E also a posltlve for him in the 
FCC's thorough review of the 
proposed sale 

'We should know ~n the next 
couple of months," Hipp said 

Quorum Broadcasting Co , 
based in Franklin,  Ten" , IS the 
current owner of WTVW 

Although the FCC rules have 
been relaxsd.~t'sstillunclearex- 
actly how Liberty's relationsh)p 
with GNS will impact the opera- 
tion of WFIE and WTVW 

There's heen speculation in 
the local telev~won mdustry that 
the local stations might consob- 
date their news and advertising 
efforts after the sale far econam- 
IC reasons 

Such a cansohdatmn, called a 

local marketing agreement, 
wouldn't require as many news  
reporters and sellcis nf air time 
to advertisers 

Hipp said. "That would be 
Neil's decision," but Smith s a d  
nothing has been decided m that 
regard 

Smith said rhe FCC rules 21- 
low Liberty to contract with 
GNSAVTVW for " u p  to 15 per. 
cent of the programming " 

He s a d  i f  any changes are 
made they likely would be on the 
administrative side rather than 
in the news and sales operations, 
however 

'I'm a f im behcverm havlng 
separate sales staffs," s a d  
Smith "It's hard for one station 
to try to sell (advertising far) an- 
other s t a t im  Everyone always 
thmks their product 15 the best 

-- 
and the otiier one 1* ihrown in far fie" 

T h e l a 5 t h n g  r d  %ant todo 
15 reduce' the sales wlue  of 
WTVW In  the longterm, I wtU 
want what will be best for the 
market or WTVW I'm looking 
for any opportunity to improve 
the situation for GNS " 

Smith described WFIE as "a 
supr  operation uith a good his- 
tory,' and he  said he doesn't 
want to Interfere with Its opera- 
tlO"S 

"They have JUSI signed an 
agreement on an option," he smd 

'W,ththewoyI'msertingup 
my company I'm trying to find 
any kind of a niche which I can 
do anything =i th  Something 
meh t  w i k  act be twen  the com- 
pames domn the road " 

His most urgent task, he said 

recently; 1s to fmlshfurmulatinp 
hls plans 60 he can prcscnt thcm 
to the WTVWstaff 

Smi th  said he belleves 
WTVW is doing a super lob 
"Otherwise I Lrouldn't be mter- 
ested ~n the facdlty.'' he said 

"Thc  station's news team 1s 
Its meat and potatoei " 

Smith said there would be no 
reason for him to buy WTVW 
anddestroy what itsdone with Its 
news product 

The  proposed sales contract 
would requi re  all WTVW em- 
ployees to be  hasically termi- 
nated by Quorum on the day of 
the sale They udl be able to 
reapply Cor theirjobs with GNS. 
he said 

"I'm going to try to keep a: 
many peaplc as possible." Smith 
said 
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